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I have been a photographer for over 20
years and photographed hundreds of
weddings and witnessed the stress and
happiness of a wedding day. 

This guide is not about table plans, flower
choices, food etc. It is helpful advice from
a photographer's point of view.

It will guide you through the planning
stages and help with  what to look for
when choosing your wedding venue,
advice on wedding attire, help with
timings for your day, how to choose your 
 photographer etc

Your wedding day, your way.

Steve



WHERE TO BEGIN



Your wedding is a one-time event and you want to ensure that you
have a day you will always remember. There are plenty of detailed

timelines for you to follow but this is an overview of the top things to
get booked in and by when.  Communication is key in every part of

the planning stage,  always keep everyone updated.

Where it all begins

P L A N N I N G

10 - 18 months Before

Choose your date and book your venue
Book your photographer
Book your videographer

9 - 6 months Before

Purchase your dress
Book your florist
Order your cake

Book your entertainment
Reserve Hair & Make Up

Book other wedding vendors

Confirm timeline and details with your Photographer and other vendors
Dont' Panic

4 - 5 months Before



THE RIGHT VENUE 
T H E  T Y P E  O F  W E D D I N G  V E N U E  Y O U  C H O O S E  W I L L

H E L P  Y O U  D E C I D E  O N  T H E  V I B E  A N D  T H E M E



The Venue

Are we hosting a home or destination wedding? Where do we want to get married?
Do we want a big wedding or a small wedding? How many wedding guests do we
want to invite?
What is our total wedding budget, and how much can we spend on venue and
catering (usually about half of your budget will go to venue and food)? 
What are our favourite venue styles?

After the ceremony are there other rooms that the guests can gather in and move
around comfortably?
If it rains are there places the photographer can take group photographs? A big
room with a large window is perfect or an outside canopy etc 
What outside locations are there for photographs? 

When it comes to choosing your wedding venue, it can be difficult to narrow down the
breadth of options. Before starting your venue search I recommend sitting down with
your partner and answer the following questions: 

That last question is an important one, as the type of wedding venue you choose will
help inform many of your wedding planning decisions, from your big day's general vibe
and theme to the ceremony and reception decor to what you'll wear, and much more. 

Lastly, when looking at your venue take into consideration what happens if the weather
is bad. Some venues have amazing grounds but inside they can be darkey and pokey. 

Consider the following: 
 

https://www.theknot.com/content/finding-a-wedding-reception-location


PHOTOGRAPHER 
I N V E S T  I N  A  P H O T O G R A P H E R  W H O  Y O U  C A N  T R U S T
T O  C A P T U R E  E V E R Y  M O M E N T  O N  O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T

I M P O R T A N T  D A Y S  O F  Y O U R  L I F E .  



The Photographer

Where do you start when it comes to choosing your wedding photographer? There are
thousands of photographers with different styles, different prices and experience.

Your starting point is to ask yourself how important is photography to you and what is
your budget?. At the end of the day once the ceremony is over, the food has been eaten,
and the party has ended, all you have are pictures.

A photographer will document the full story of your day and capture all the connections,
moments, love and laughter that you will forget as your day will go by in a blink of an eye.
 
When booking your photographer take these points into consideration:

STYLE

Book a photographer
whose editing style is 

 consistent and
aesthetics aligns with

what you love 

CONNECTION

Meet the photographer
to find out if you connect

with each other.
Someone who will make
you feel comfortable in

front of the camera 

TRUST

Book a photographer
who you feel you can

trust and listens to you.
Check out their reviews,
their website. You ony

have one chance to get it
right. 

https://www.theknot.com/content/finding-a-wedding-reception-location


Finding the right photographer 

Recommendations | Social Media & Google 

Recommendations are always a good place to start, from friends or the venue. Next is on
Social Media or Google. Once you have found ones you like, check out their website, read
their reviews, how much experience have they got, what are their package prices? 

If you are happy with their portfolio and the packages they offer then book a meeting.
You may love their work but not them. 

You know who is going to be right for you, trust your gut feeling. 



Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  T H E
P H O T O G R A P H E R  

Q: What if it rains?

Q: Do they have insurance?

Q: Do they have back up equipment?

Q: How long have they been in business?

Q: How do we and when do we receive our pictures?

Q: Will my photos be posted publicly on your site or social media?

Q: We are awkward in front of the camera. Can you make us look good?

Q: What happens if you are ill and unavailable to photograph our
wedding?

Q: How much is the booking fee and when is the balance due? 

Q: Do you keep a backup of our photographs? 

Q: Do you offer a second photographer?

Q: Do you help with our timeline for the day?

Q: Can you recommend other wedding vendors? 



WEDDING STYLE 
T H E  S E C R E T  O F  G R E A T  S T Y L E  I S  T O  F E E L  G O O D  I N

W H A T  Y O U  W E A R  



Wedding Style

CLASSIC
BOHEMIAN
FAIRYTALE
GARDEN
GLAMOROUS
MODERN
ROMANTIC
RUSTIC
VINTAGE
DESTINATION

Once you have booked your venue and decided on the theme of the wedding you can
start thinking about what style of dress, suits etc you would like to wear.   When thinking
about the style of dresses and suits try and match the style to theme of your wedding
day. 

Tips

Time how long it takes you to put your
wedding dress on.
Practice walking around in your dress.
Make sure you feel comfortable. After all,
you will be wearing it all day. 
Try different shoes on with your dress to
see if it works with heels and no heels. 
Buy a suit instead of hiring and mix and
match colours. The men want to look good
and feel good as well. 
What you wear is captured in your
photographs, so feel comfortable in front of
the camera.  



WEDDING TIMINGS 
A  W E D D I N G  I S  A  C R A Z Y  R I D E ,  E N J O Y  E V E R Y  M O M E N T



Wedding Timings

Your day is a crazy ride, so you want to make sure you enjoy every moment. Once you
know the times for the Ceremony, Wedding Breakfast, Speeches, First Dance and
Evening Party you will be able to agree on the timings for the rest of the day. Discuss
with your photographer everything you have planned as they will need to know what is
going on so they can ensure they don't miss a moment. They will advise If they feel the
timings are a bit tight. The last thing you want is to be rushing around. 

Here is an example of timings for your day

Ceremony: Church 45 minutes, Civil Ceremony 30 minutes
Wedding Breakfast: 2.5 Hours for a 3-course meal
Wedding Speeches: Average 40 minutes - Decide if you would like the speeches before
or after the wedding breakfast.
Room turnaround: 1 hour 

Couple Portraits

I always suggest to my couples two 20 minutes sessions. The first session would be after
the group pictures and the second in the evening when the room is being turned
around. The second session may take place on location at a beach etc so take into
consideration driving time to and from there. You may not want to be away from your
guests for too long. You'll be able to talk to your photographer about these times.

Example timings for a wedding day where preps and ceremony take place at the same
location (Civil Service)

 
11:00am photographer arrives for wedding preps
12:20pm Bride puts dress on and reveal photos 

1pm to 1:30pm Wedding ceremony
1:30pm to 2:00pm - Confetti,Drinks and Mingle 

2:00pm to 2:20pm - Group photos 
2:20pm to 2:50pm - Couple Portraits 

2:50pm to 3:15pm -Mingle with guests 
3:15pm to 3:30pm - View wedding breakfast room

 3:30pm to 6:00pm - Wedding Breakfast
6:00pm to 6:45pm - Speeches

6:45pm to 7:45pm - Room turnaround (Evening couple portraits)
8:00pm First dance and evening party

9:00pm - Photographer would leave (Usually when buffet comes out)



Wedding Timings

Make sure you know how long it is going to take you to get into your dress.
Sometimes a lace up could take 20 minutes. 
Dress to be put on at 11:30am so photographer can get pictures of you and the reveal
before they aim to leave at 11:45 to get to the church for 12:15pm 
Bride leaves for church at 12:20pm to arrive at 12:50pm 

Make sure you know how long it is going to take you to get into your dress.
Sometimes a lace up could take 20 minutes. 
Dress to be put on at 12:20pm so photographer can get pictures of you and the reveal
before they leave for the ceremony 
Bride ready for ceremony at 12:50pm 

The start of your day is the wedding prep and your photographer would usually
photograph the last 2 hours before the ceremony. Let's face it no one wants photos
without makeup. The two scenarios below outline the advised timings for getting ready.
The last thing you want to be is stressed on the morning of your wedding day. 

Wedding Prep - Scenario One

Getting ready at a different location to where the ceremony is taking place e.g Church.
Ceremony is at 1pm. Drive to ceremony location is 30 minutes 

(A second photographer is a good option when the preps, ceremony and reception are at
different locations. This would allow the main photographer to stay with you in the morning until

you leave whilst the second is at the ceremony location) 

Wedding Prep - Scenario Two

Getting ready at the same location as where the ceremony is taking place. Ceremony is
at 1pm. 

(Having everything in one place gives you more time and brething space to enjoy the
day.) 

Wedding Prep



THE CEREMONY
S T O P  |  P A U S E  |  B R E A T H E



Walking down the aisle

So you are ready to get married. The butterflies
have started and you can't wait to see your partner
waiting for you at the end of the aisle. 

The ceremony will go by so fast so you want to
enjoy and remember every moment.

When you are at the top aisle don't rush down.
Take a second before you start walking down. 

When you start walking keep your head up and
eyes focused on your partner. I know you will want
to look down to make sure you don't trip but if you
do that your photographer will not be able to
capture the expression and the moment.

If you keep your head up and focus on your
partner your photographer will be able to capture
all the emotions of the moment and you will
remember every step you took. 

S T O P ,  P A U S E ,  B R E A T H E ,  T A K E  I T  A L L  I N



THE RECEPTION
I T ' S  Y O U R  D A Y  |  E N J O Y  E V E R Y  M O M E N T



The reception

You have just got married and now it's time to party. If you have got your timings right then you
will be able to enjoy every moment of the rest of the day. 

I T ' S  Y O U R  D A Y ,  E N J O Y  E V E R Y  M O M E N T

W H A T  H A P P E N S  A F T E R  T H E  C E R E M O N Y ?  

If you are getting married somewhere different to the reception venue then you will need to
facter in more time. If there is space for group pictures, then the photographer may decide to
take these pictures there as everybody is already in one place and once they go off to the
reception venue guests may decide to wander. Also, allow time for confetti and a quick chat with
guests.

Meet and greet line

Saying hello to your guests in a lineup outside a church or just before the wedding breakfast can
take up to 45 minutes so please take this into consideration in your timings. 

At the reception 

Two hours is an ideal time from after the ceremony until you sit down for your wedding breakfast.
This is will allow you to enjoy every moment without rushing to fit everything in. Again if you are
getting married elsewhere then factor in travel time to the reception venue. 

Once you are at the reception venue it's time to party and enjoy the rest of your day. Mingle and
drink with your guests, enjoy the photography, enjoy time together and party into the night. 



NATURAL & ICONIC

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY

CAPTURING EVERY

BEAUTIFUL MOMENT

FROM YOUR DAY

 





Finding the right suppliers for you. There are so many suppliers to choose from but to

help take some of the stress away from you, I have put together a list of suppliers I

have worked with that and come highliy recommended 

R E C O M M E N D E D
S U P P L I E R S

V I D E O G R A P H E R S

Please let me know If you are thinking about having a video of your wedding day. I

work alongside some 

 amazing videographers whose style and creativity match my own.

It is also important that we work as a team and in harmony with each other. If this

something you are interested in then here is a list of videographers that I have

worked with.

A u r o r a
w w w . a u r o r a v i d e o . c o . u k

 
S t e v e  R a d c l i f f e  F i l m s

w w w . s t e v e r a t c l i f f e f i l m s . c o . u k
 

C h e r i s h e d  M e m o r i e s
w w w . e m b r a c e w e d d i n g s . c o . u k

 
D a n D a n  F i l m s

w w w . d a n d a n f i l m s . c o m
 

B o u r b o n  a n d  B l u s h  F i l m s
w w w . b o u r b a n a n d b l u s h . c o . u k

 

P o s h  B e a r  F i l m s
w w w . p o s h b e a r . c o . u k /

 
Z a d e  F i l m  C O

w w w . z a d e f i l m . c o . u k
 

B e n  H o l b r o o k  F i l m s
w w w . b e n h o l b r o o k . c o m

 
K a r l  P a r t r i d g e  V i d e o

w w w . k p v i d e o g r a p h y . c o . u k



H A I R & M A K E  U P  

h t t p s : / / w w w . j a n e t w h i t e a s h b y . c o . u k /

G o w e r  B r i d a l  h a i r  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / g o w e r b r i d a l h a i r

A n t o n i a s  H a i r  D e s i g n  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / A n t o n i a s - h a i r -

d e s i g n - b y - C l a i r e

N G J  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / N G J m a k e u p /

 P h i l l i p a  T o r r e n c e  B r i d a l  H a i r

V i c t o r i a  F o x  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / M a k e u p b y v i c t o r i a f o x

F a h r a n a  A l i  -  h t t p : / / f a r h a n a . c o . u k /

E m i l y  P o r t e r  -  h t t p : / / w w w . e m i l y p o r t e r m a k e u p . c o m

J u l i e  H o l m e s  -  h t t p : / / w w w . j u l i e h o l m e s m a k e u p . c o . u k /

J a n e t  W h i t e - A s h b y  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . j a n e t w h i t e a s h b y . c o . u k /

K a t i e  L a n c e y  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / G o w e r G l o w

K i r s t y  R o w l a n d s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / m a k e u p b y k i r s t y r o w l a n d s

K a t e  M o r g a n  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / k a t e m o r g a n b e a u t y

N G J  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / N G J m a k e u p /

 S t e p h  O w e n s  B e a u t y  -  @ s t e p h o w e n s b e a u t y

 I n d u g l e  B e a u t y  a n d  M a k e  U p

 



E N T E R T A I N M E N T

T r i l o g y  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / w e a r e t r i l o g y b a n d

J o h n  A d a m s  M u s i c  -  h t t p : / / w w w . j o h n a d a m s m u s i c . c o . u k

G a r e t h  P e e b l e s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / G a r e t h P e e b e s W e d d i n g S i n g e r a n d D J /

A p p l e  T r e e  T h e o r y  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h e a p p l e t r e e t h e o r y /

J a m e s  W i l l i a m s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / J a m e s W i l l i a m s S i n g e r /

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / H Q M u s i c H Q /

h t t p s : / / n e r y s c l a r k . c o m  -  C e l l o

 K a t i e  B a y l i s s  -  W e d d i n g  H a r p i s t  -  w w w . k a t i e b a y l i s s h a r p i s t . c o m

 



F L O R I S T S

T h e  f l o w e r  s h o p  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h e f l o w e r s h o p

R u t h  M i l t o n  j o n e s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / r u t h m i l t o n j o n e s f l o w e r s b y d e s i g n

G a i l  A r m a t a g e  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / g a i l a r m y t a g e f l o r i s t

F l o w e r  L o d g e  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / F l o w e r L o d g e C a r d i f f

E m m a  H a l l  D e s i g n s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / e m m a h a l l w e d d i n g s

B e u a t i f u l  L i l y  F l o w e r s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / b e a u t i f u l l i l y f l o w e r s

W e d d i n g  F l o w e r s  W a l e s  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / w e d d i n g f l o w e r s w a l e s

H i l a r y s  F l o r a l  D e s i g n  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / h i l a r y s f l o r a l d e s i g n

T h e  f a b u l o u s  F l o r i s t  -  h t t p s : / / w w w . t h e f a b u l o u s f l o r i s t . c o . u k

 

Let me know if there is a particular supplier you are looking for. I have been in the

wedding photography industry for over 2o years and network will hundreds of

suppliers and can help you find the perfect supplier for you.

O T H E R  S U P P L I E R S



I hope this guide has given you a better understanding of

how important it is to have a timeline for you day and

provided you with helpful tips. 

 

So whether you’re saying I do in a rustic barn, an outdoor

ceremony in the woods, or tying the knot in a luxury hotel,

iconic landmark, country house or castle. 

 

Invest in an experienced photographer who you can trust to

capture every moment on one of the most important days

of your life. They will then provide you photographic

memories you will treasure for years. 

E:steve@artbydesignphotography.co.uk

Based in Wales

T H A N K  Y O U

Instagram:

@artbydesignphotography

T: 07809593220

W W W . A R T B Y D E S I G N P H O T O G R A P H Y . C O . U K


